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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE 

Service Medals and Qualifications — Personal Explanation 

MR B. URBAN (Darling Range) [9.01 am]: I rise under standing order 148 to make a personal explanation. I am 
here today to make a statement regarding allegations that have been made about my past service and education. 
I have previously acknowledged that I wore a service medal that I was not entitled to wear. I have explained that 
in the early 2000s, I ordered a commemorative international police service medal from a recognised military 
supplier in Western Australia. What I received instead was an Australian Police Overseas Service Medal, which 
I mistakenly believed I was entitled to wear but which I now recognise I was not eligible to wear. When I was first 
asked about the medal by the media and the Premier, I was under the genuine but mistaken belief that it was the 
correct medal. I am embarrassed by my error and for the hurt I may have caused by my actions. At no time did 
I intend to cause an offence or distress to any past or present member of the Australian police service who has 
served abroad in peacekeeping and law enforcement roles. 

In regard to my service in the British Army, I served from 1985 to 1989. I served with the 3rd Regiment Royal 
Horse Artillery and was deployed to Cyprus as part of the United Nations Peacekeeping force stationed there in 
1988 to 1989. As is common in the armed services, I spent time in a number of different locations. I am proud of 
my service with the British Army and particularly my deployment in Cyprus, and I wear my UN service medal 
with pride. 

In regard to my service in the British police force, I served with the Hertfordshire Constabulary and the 
West Midlands Police over a period from 1989 to 1998. I am proud of my record as a police officer in the 
United Kingdom. In regard to my service with the Western Australian police service, I served from 2005 to 2012. 
I am also proud of my service as a Western Australian police officer. In relation to other allegations about 
my service history, I am currently seeking further information from the relevant authorities to substantiate that 
service history. 

Further, in relation to the allegations made against me regarding my tertiary qualifications, I am also seeking 
information to substantiate those qualifications. I also today acknowledge that I claimed to complete a Diploma of 
Local Government. I completed nine out of the 10 modules, and the final module was not assessed; it was not 
completed. I have amended my resume to reflect this and I request that any records be corrected. 

I will now take time to reflect on my actions and will continue to seek professional treatment and counselling. As 
a consequence of my service with the UK and WA police, I suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder. Like many 
service personnel, I have seen and experienced things that are very hard to fathom. While I am largely able to 
manage my PTSD at most times, in times of high stress my PTSD symptoms can make it hard for me to function. 
PTSD is a devastating and insidious disease and I am doing my best to cope in these difficult circumstances. 
I encourage anyone who has suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder to seek advice and support from a doctor 
or professional counselling service. 

I would like to take this opportunity to advise the Parliament that I have resigned as a member of the 
Public Accounts Committee and the Joint Standing Committee on Audit, effective from this sitting date. I have 
already resigned from the WA Labor Party. 

Finally, I apologise unreservedly to this Parliament. I apologise to the Premier and thank him for his understanding. 
I apologise to my colleagues and thank them for their continued messages of support for me and my family. I would 
like to thank the constituents of Darling Range for their continued messages of support and visits to my home. 
I ask that my family’s privacy be respected during this period. As members can imagine, this has been a traumatic 
period for my wife and my children. I love them dearly and I thank them for their constant love and support for 
me during this time. Thank you. 
 


	MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE
	Service Medals and Qualifications — Personal Explanation


